The Blue Whale: Answer Key
1. c  (literal)
2. d  (literal)
3. b  (inferential/interpretative
4. a  (inferential/interpretative)
5. d  (inferential/interpretative)
6. c   (literal)
7. b  (personal/critical/evaluative)
8. Humans and whales are both mammals.  Describe three ways they are alike. (Literal Question)
This question generates one level of reponse therefore answers are scored as a BAA or AA.
Criteria for Response

Students respond accurately to the literal question, making reference at least 3 ways they

are alike (e.g., drink milk, take naps, breathe air, warm-blooded, live to 90 years).
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One way humans are like blue whales is babies drink milk like baby blue whales.
Another way humans are like blue whales is we both have warm blood pumping in
our body.

The last way is that blue whales breathe oxygen just like humans. Were also
mammals.

Baby’s and baby whales both drink milk from there mothers.
Humans and whales both breath air and have lungs.
Humans and blue whales both have warm blood.

Blue whales drink milk like humans.
Blue whales are mammals and humans are two.
Blue whales and humans have warm, blood pumping around their bodies.





9. Explain two different ways the author helps the reader understand the real size of the blue whale. (Interferential/Interpretive Question)
This question generates more than one level of response therefore answers are scored as BAA, AA or SA. 
Criteria for Appropriate Response (AA)

Students use information from the text to make reasonable interpretations about the work of

the author (e.g., strategies used to help the reader understand the size of the blue whale),

supporting their explanations with appropriate details (e.g., make reference to at least two

comparisons -- dinosaurs, 6 storey building, weight, size of heart, size of tongue).
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Its tongue can hold a team of football players.
A baby blue whale is bigger than a full grown eleaphante.

Page #1 if a full grown blue whale stood on its tail it would be as tall as a six story
building.

Page #1 if eighteen people were lying on the ground head to toe that would be the
size of a full grown whale.





Criteria for Strong Response (SA)

Students use information from the text to make clear interpretations about the work of the

author (e.g., strategies used to help the reader understand the size of the blue whale),

supporting their explanations with relevant details (e.g., make reference to the use of

comparisons AND the use of illustrations or pictures).
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The author helps us understand how big the whales are by comparing them to
large things above ground, such as buildings, dinosaurs and elephants.

The author also helps by illustrations and pictures of how large the whale is
compared to people.

The author helps by comparing the size of an elephant, a dinosaur, and a blue
whale.

The author helps by showing that a blue whales tong can hold a football team.





10.  Is this information true or is this the author’s opinion?  Use details from the text and your own ideas to support your answer.   (Personal/Critical/Evaluative Question) 
This question generates more than one level of response therefore answers are scored as BAA, AA or SA
Criteria for Appropriate Response (AA)   
Students are able to distinguish between fact and opinion and support their answer with basic textual examples and personal knowledge/experience.

Criteria for Strong Response (SA)   
Students are able to distinguish between fact and opinion and support their answers with relevant textual examples and personal knowledge/experience.


Percentage of Question Types:


Literal-40 %


Inferential/Interpretative-40%


Personal/Critical /Evaluative-20%








Yes, this is true because I learned about them before and did a project on them and had the same information on it.


This information is true because…in a nonfiction book I read that blue whales are the biggest animal and mammal on earth.  Also the blue whale doesn’t have teeth just like what the text said.





The info is true because he never said any opinions like for example, “blue whales are the best animals in the world!!!”  Instead it shows true facts like a blue whales heart is the size of a small car.


I don’t think this is the author’s opinion I mean it’s probably off by a few numbers for the weight but she probably did some research on the computer or she probably remembered what she had learned in school or something.  It’s true because it tells about its size and what it eats.








