Lake Living: Answer Key
1. a  (literal)
2. d  (literal)
3. c  (inferential/interpretative)
4. b  (literal)
5. a (inferential/interpretative)
6. b  (inferential/interpretative)
7. c  (personal/critical/evaluative)
8. Identify two physical features (body parts) of beavers.  Explain how each feature helps beavers live in their environment.   Use information from the text to support your answer.  (Literal Question)
This question generates one level of response therefore answers are scored as BAA or AA.   

Note: the answer key asks for three physical features but for our assessment, two of the following responses are sufficient.
[image: image1.png]Criteria for Response

Students respond accurately to the literal question, making reference to all 3 physical
features of the beaver (e.g., furry coat and/or layer of fat; webbed feet and/or flat tails; sharp
teeth) and explaining the benefit of each.

Student Exemplars

Furry coat and a layer of fat—The coat and layers of fat keep the beavers warm in
the water.

Webbed feet and flat tails—The webbed feet and flat tails help them swim faster.
Teeth—Helps beaver chew down trees for the lodge.

Chisel like teeth—They use their teeth to chew trough small trees and branches to
make ther lodge.

Webbed Feet—They use their feet to swim fast.

Fur and fat—They have furry coats and a layer of fat to keep them warm in the
water.





9. Why do people say, a hard working person is “as busy as a beaver”?  Use details from  the text and your own ideas to support your answer. (Inferential/Interpretive Question)
This question generates more than one level of response therefore answers are scored  as BAA, AA or SA.
Criteria for Appropriate Response (AA)

Students explain a direct quote (e.g., expression – as busy as a beaver) from the text,

Demonstrating a surface understanding of an inferred meaning, through simple explanations.
Note: Students at this level refer to the idea of always working, never stopping, or

continuous work. [image: image2.png]Student Exemplars (Appropriate)

It means that the person is continuously working like a beaver because beavers
are always working (collecting wood, building houses for themselves).

| think it means that a beaver never stop working most of the time and a person
never stop’s working for most of the time.





Criteria for Strong Response (SA)

Students explain a direct quote (e.g., expression – as busy as a beaver) from the text,

demonstrating a clear understanding of an inferred meaning, through logical and well-supported explanations.

Note: Students at this level refer to the idea of always working, never stopping, or

continuous work and illustrate this concept by providing relevant examples.
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The saying “as busy as a beaver” means you work really hard and a beaver works
really hard. So you work just as hard as a beaver would. Beavers work hard with
there teeth, you might work hard with your hands.

| would explain the saying “as busy as a beaver” like this a beaver is always
building on to his/her lodge. “To keep themselfs safe from wolfs and wildcats, they
build a home, called a lodge, in the middle of the lake. But first, they have to make
the lake.” A person works really hard and doesn’t stop working the whole day, like
always working to repair your house.





10. Locate the three questions above the title on page one.  Do you think these  three questions create an effective opening for this article about beavers?  Explain your answer. 
(Personal/Critical/Evaluative Question) 
      This question generates more than one level of response therefore answers are scored  as    

       BAA, AA or SA. 
Criteria for Appropriate Response (AA)

Students  express an opinion about the work of an author (e.g., effectiveness of the beginning of the     

article), often with text references or surface reasoning.

-
Criteria for Strong Response (SA)

Students express a well-founded opinion about the work of an author (e.g., effectiveness of the    beginning of the article), giving relevant evidence for the preference.
Percentage of Question Types:


Literal-40 %


Inferential/Interpretative-40%


Personal/Critical /Evaluative-20%











Student Exemplars (Appropriate)


Effective.  I think the questions makes people want to read it and see what it is about.


Yes because it tells you a bit of what the story is going to be about.  “would you like to own a house?” would you like to own a house in a swimming pool”


No, I don’t think it’s a good ideia because this is a story about Bevers not adds to buy a house!


No, I think it is not a good way to start because beavers don’t build houses in swimming pools.  They only build them in lakes.





Student Exemplars (Strong)


Yes.  I do think it is an effective opening because beavers do have their own house with their swimming pool.  It also makes you feel like you want to read on to see why they are asking you the question.


Yes, I think the three questions under the title create a effective opening because they make you read on for the story and get you asking questions like, “Who wouldn’t want to live in the water?!? Or “Who wouldn’t want a house?”


No, I do not think these three questions are an effective opening because they really don’t give you a good idea about what the story will be about.  I thought it was going to be a story about houses and swimming pools and it wasn’t.  I think it was misleading.








